i/ R - T ; : ;
@Iqwiqu Eh.nshan stores.and suppliers through better business practices
:‘ % ‘,'

N
B GENERAYION GAFFE:
X ' + Are You (and Your Store) Prepared to Serve

Lhristians!

61 A




LT (BA Retailers+Resources

An edgy Bible-zine targets
those who wouldn't typically
open, or own, a Bible.

Bible
IHIluminated:
The Book in
America

»>>Last year, Illuminated World, a Swedish publish-
ing group headed by advertising executive Dag Soderberg and
Jan Carlzon, published Bible Illuminated: The Book in Sweden.
The two-volume “Bible-zine” matched a Swedish Bible transla-
tion “in a magazine style with...running text instead of chapters,
verses... a format most people are familiar with when reading
news stories,” according to Soderberg, with glossy, contempo-
rary photographs of edgy subjects. Each image is matched with
a piece of Scripture that creates an often ironic combination. In
mostly secular Sweden, religion is often dismissed. However, the
first run of Bible Illuminated: The Book increased Bible sales in
Sweden by nearly 50 percent.

This fall, an English-language version of Bible Illuminated:
The Book: New Testament (p, $35, ISBN: 9789197669443), using
the American Bible Society’s Good News Translation (GNT),
releases to the U.S. market, with the distributors at Midpoint
Trade Books anticipating a first printing of 200,000 copies.

In an article in the Christian Press newspaper, Soderberg says
of the Bible-zine: “I didn’t make it for everyone to like. More for
people to think. Some people will like it, some hate it. Either
way, I want it to be well spread, to create a buzz. ... That way,
perhaps everyone can have a Bible on their table without caus-
ing too much panic.”

J.P. Moreland, Distinguished Professor of Philosophy, Talbot
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School of Theology, Biola University, theologian, author, and Chris-
tian apologist, said of Bible Illuminated: The Book: “...Indeed, for mil-
lions upon millions, including myself, the Bible is more than a mere
human document—it is the very Word of God to humanity. For all
these reasons, and many, many more, it is a good then when people
simply read and reflect on the Bible. The Bible Illuminated provides
a fresh opportunity to recognize that the Bible provides knowledge
about reality. It brings the Bible to ordinary folk in a readable form
and an attractive format.”

ksamuelson@cbaonline.org
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